Campus Beautification Committee
Meeting – February 27, 2008

Members Present:  Karen Kackley, Pat McLoughlin, Jim Matejik, Carol Sztaba, Barbara Walczak

Members Excused:  Mark Mahosky, Chris Haines

Special Presentation of the Campus Master Plan of 10//24/07 presented by Carol Sztaba

Timeline:  working within the guidelines of the state, the master plan presents a physical expression or “snapshot in time” of campus plans in terms of immediate activity, up to 5 years and long term development activity, up to 5-10 years.  A revision of this plan is done on an annual basis and presented to PASSHE.  A master plan is pre-requisite for funding from the state.  The current plan was created in 2000, with updates in 2002 and 2007.  The next revision will start at ground zero.

Vehicular Traffic:    motor access to campus and parking has moved to the perimeter; shuttle service was initiated and expanded in terms of route and hours; crossing guards on Main Street are keeping students safer, traffic moving and adding entertainment value.

Campus Open Space:   destination points across campus have been identified, landscape improvement efforts at the intersections or along walkways are in process.  Hanging baskets and unique street lamps installed on Main Street are being duplicated by the borough for sections of Main Street downtown.  Sister institutions are borrowing some of the ideas.  Large directional campus signs on Main Street can only be one-sided.
“CAMPUS NEIGHBORHOODS”
Campus Housing:  in 2005, 1145 additional beds were needed.  The new Dixon Hall will make available 856 beds, but about 350 of those will be designated as relief for current triple occupancy rooms.  The housing plan will be revisited because of the most recent community housing development which is targeting students for off campus living.  Beck Hall configuration may change in the future.  Bonner and Johnson Halls may change in the future as well.

Main Quad:  McSub, Library, Schaeffer, Sharadin

Science Quad:  Boehm and Academic Forum

North Quad:  academic buildings such as the current Lytle Hall and the future new Lytle Hall – keep the old facility for transition space.  Facts are being gathered on the best way to replace Lytle.

Recreation and Athletic Facilities:  looking at how facilities can be shared, multiple use, quicker recovery time between use, extended hours, re-allocation.

PA German Heritage Center:  Developing a vision under Rob Reynolds; 20 acres available for development.
Poplar House:  If this building will be used in the future for visitors to campus, the back of it will need to be renovated, keeping the front in tact.

Risley Hall:  Not ADA accessible will be removed and services moved to other facilities.  
Summer Work:  Some sidewalks will be widened or made ADA accessible (Main St. and College Blvd), new signage for parking lots.
Issues to Address: 

◄ colored lines in parking lots are not clearly visible during winter months; 

◄ Dr. Roger Martin could share his GIS system with committee re identifying outdoor sculpture locations;

◄is replacement of plants with native plantings taking place according to the arboretum plan and how can biology impact the plan – willing to work with facility; need an inventory of what is on campus;
◄ publicize the efforts made by facilities to improve the environment, i.e. the pervious surface lots located near the water tower and Sharadin.

◄ committee to take leadership on a memorial garden for Kyle Quinn and others.
Next Meeting:  March 27, 2008, 11:00 a.m.  Room to be announced.

Submitted by Barbara Walczak
