Using WS_FTP to ‘“Publish’ Web Pages

When you “publish” a Web page, you are simply putting copies of your files on the server that hosts
your Web site. To do this, you must use a set of commands that follow a set of rules referred to as “file
transfer protocol (ftp). There are several programs available that allow you to ftp files. Netscape
Composer (before version 6) has an ftp module built in that allows you to publish your page directly
from Composer. However, since Composer is not a full-featured ftp program, there are certain
unchangeable settings that conflict with KU’s firewall (software that prevents hackers from illegally
gaining access to KU’s server). In order to use the proper settings, we need a more robust program that
will allow us to change the settings to be in compliance with KU’s firewall. On the Mac side, perhaps
the most popular and easiest to use program is called Fetch. On the Windows side, the easiest and
cheapest (it’s free for educational use) ftp program is called WS_FTP LE (for “Limited Edition”). This
document details how to use WS_FTP.

Getting WS_FTP

Before proceeding, check to see that WS_FTP isn’t already installed on your computer. Since it is
distributed free of charge, it is often pre-installed on many Windows computers. If you find that you do
not already have it, then you can download it from a number of sources, including the company that
produces it. Click on the link below to go to FTPplanet.com’s Web site for downloading WS_FTP LE:

http://ww. ftppl anet. coni downl oad. ht m

After connecting to the server using the address above, you should see this screen:
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http://www.ftpplanet.com/download.htm

Setting Up WS_FTP

Begin by opening the program in the usual way. You should be confronted by the following screen. You
can use anything you like for the Profile Name, since it is simply the name that your computer will use
to remember the settings for the KU server.

Session Properties

General | Startupl .ﬁ.dvancedl Firewalll

Prafile Mane: IKutzt-:nwn

Hoszt Mamedddress: Iftp.kutztu:uwn.edu
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Next, click on the “Startup” tab. Type
in the path to your folder on the server:

/ www/ st udent / Your Logi n
Leave the other fields blank.
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Session Properties

General  Startup I.-'l'-.dvann::edl Firewalll

Initial Bemote Site Folder:

For the Host Name/Address, you must
use the name of the server, in this case

ftp. kut zt own. edu

Leave Host Type on “Automatic
detect.”

Fill in User ID with your login name
(something like “abcd1234”) and
Password with your password for the
UNIX server. You might want to check
the Save Pwd box so you don’t have to
constantly type in your password (only
do this at home on your own computer
however).

Ia"wwwfstudentﬁfuurLDgin

Iritial Local Folder:

Initialize Command: [use ;' to separate multiple commands]

Local file mask:

R emaote file maszk:

I Tirme offzet in hours; IEI
I—

o]

Cancel | Apply | Help |
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Session Properties

General | Startup  Advanced |Firewall|
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Cancel | Apply | Help

Finally, click on the “Advanced” tab,
and make sure the settings are the same
as those shown to the left.

In particular, be certain that the box in

|| front of Passive transfers has a

checkmark in it. (This is the setting
that Netscape Composer won'’t let us
set.)

You’re done setting up WS_FTP. Click
on OK.

Using WS_FTP

After clicking on OK, WS_FTP will try to establish a connection between your computer and the KU
server. Of course, you must already be online for this to happen, meaning that you have signed on to
your Internet Service Provider (AOL, Prodigy, etc.), prior to launching WS_FTP. If everything is

working correctly, you should soon see the following screen.
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The left side of the screen shows directories and files on your computer. You will most likely have to
navigate to the correct directory and folder where you saved your Web pages. The right side shows your

files on the KU server.
© 2002.R.S. Schaeffer 3

Using WS_FTP



Using WS_FTP, continued
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Uploading a File

To upload a file, click on its name on the left. Then click on the arrow button between the two halves
of the screen. In a few moments, your file will have been uploaded to the server. That’s all there is to it!

Graphics

Unlike Netscape Composer, in WS_FTP, you must upload all your graphic files individually (a good
reason to give them reasonable names so you recognize them), following the same procedure as above.

Deleting Files

After you've been doing Web pages for awhile, you may discover that there are some files on the server
you no longer need. With WS_FTP you can now delete them. Simply click on the file’s name on the
right, and then click on the Delete button.
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