MESSAGE FROM PROFESSOR

Dear Colleague:

My name is Randy Schaeffer, and I am a Professor of Mathematics and Mathematics Education at Kutztown University, part of Pennsylvania’s State System of Higher Education. This summer my graduate students and I are examining the so-called standards-based, reform mathematics curricula. As one of their assignments, my students are contacting in-service teachers who are using or have recently used any of these curricula so that they can gain a better understanding of just how a standard-based curriculum works. I would sincerely appreciate it if you would take a few minutes to answer their questions (short answers will be fine). You have my professional and personal guarantee that both your identity and your responses will be kept in the strictest confidence. No information will be shared with anyone beyond those in the class. If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact by e-mail at schaeffe@kutztown.edu or by phone at 610-683-4419. Thank you for your time and cooperation.

Randy S. Schaeffer

Department of Mathematics

Kutztown University

QUESTIONS

FIRST WAVE

1. About how long have you been using [fill in the name of the curriculum]?

2. If you know, what curriculum (or set of textbooks) did your school use before adopting [fill in the name of the curriculum]?

3. If you can, would you please describe how the decision to select [fill in the name of the curriculum] was made. For example, did it come directly from the administration, was there a committee, were teachers and parents involved, etc.?

4. Once the decision was made, how was [fill in the name of the curriculum] implemented? For example, did all the involved grades start using it at once or was it phased in slowly, did all the teachers in your building/district at the same grade level start using it simultaneously, etc.?

5. How long are your class periods, and how many times per week do you meet your students?

6. Have you noticed any change in standardized test scores since adopting [fill in the name of the curriculum]?

SECOND WAVE

7. What are your personal reactions to [fill in the name of the curriculum]?

8. How have your students and their parents responded?

9. How well do you think [fill in the name of the curriculum] correlates to the NCTM Standards and your state standards?

10. Do you feel that [fill in the name of the curriculum] adequately covers the material, or do you find yourself having to supplement it with materials of your own? If so, would you please describe the nature of the supplementary materials?

11. Do you feel that you were given adequate training and ongoing professional development to prepare you to start and continue using [fill in the name of the curriculum]? If you could, would you please describe the nature of any such training?

THIRD WAVE

12. How many years have you been a teacher? How long have you been teaching at your present grade level?

13. What was your undergraduate major?

