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An Exhibition  
of 
NEGRO LEAGUES 
Art and Memorabilia 

African Americans  played alongside whites in 

the 1800s at the dawn of organized baseball, 

but quickly found their fiercest opponent to be 

Jim Crow.  At the 1867 Philadelphia meeting of 

the National Association of Baseball Players 

(NABP), blacks and the clubs they played for 

were barred from membership.  Their exclu-

sion lasted for the next 80 years.  When the 

NABP evolved into the first professional base-

ball league and then into the National League, 

unwritten rules kept blacks out of the majors.  

So they fielded barnstorming squads and 

formed their own leagues that, in the first half 

of the 20th century, included some of the 

greatest players the game has ever known.  

Today’s National League is home to reigning 

World Series champs the Philadelphia Phillies, 

led by African American  infielders Jimmy 

Rollins and Ryan Howard: the league’s Most 

Valuable Players in 2006 and 2007, respec-

tively. 

About the Negro Leagues 

C E N TR A L  P E N N S Y LVA N I A  
A F R I C AN  A M E R IC A N  M U S E U M  

Cool Papa Bell, oil,  
16 x 20”  

by Elise Dodeles 

Willie Foster, oil, 20 x 22” by Elise Dodeles 

Background image: “Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania. Grandstand of a baseball park at  
Girard Avenue and Parkside Avenue. This field 
is used principally by the Negro League.” 
Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs 
Division, FSA-OWI Collection, [LC-USW3-
056198-E DLC] 

R O H RB A CH  L I BR ARY  

119 North 10th Street 
Reading, PA  19601 
Phone: 610-371-8713 
E-mail: Frank4330@aol.com 

Special thanks to Diane King and Bill 
Haelig for their generous loans of 
memorabilia for this exhibit. 

 



A selection of the 

Negro Leagues Paintings 
by Elise Dodeles on display in 2nd floor 
Periodicals area of Rohrbach Library (west side) 

 
Hank Aaron was the last 
player from the Negro 
Leagues to join the Major 
Leagues. He was elected 
to the Baseball Hall of 
Fame in 1982. 
 

    
 
Roy Campanella played 
for the Baltimore Elite 
Giants of the Negro 
Leagues for almost 10 
years before joining the 
Dodgers. He was elected 
to the Baseball Hall of 
Fame in 1969. 
 
 
 

 
 
Andrew “Rube” Foster 
was a player, manager 
and owner in the Negro 
Leagues. He began the 
Negro National League in 
1920. He was elected to 
the Baseball Hall of Fame 
in 1981. 
 
 

The Negro Leagues 

“Smokey” Joe Williams 
was a dominant right 
handed pitcher known for 
his many no-hitters. He was 
elected to the Baseball Hall 
of Fame in 1999. 

 
 
 
Willie Wells had a 25-year 
career in the Negro 
Leagues. As a shortstop he 
combined speed and 
power, leading the League 
in home runs in 1926. He 
was elected to the Baseball 
Hall of Fame in 1997. 
 

ARTIST ’S STATEMENT 
Portraits have historically been created 
to commemorate great leaders and 
pivotal events. But just as often they 
have portrayed ordinary people doing 
everyday things. In either case, the 
act of portraying someone in a paint-
ing is a way to honor that person. 
Sadly, most Negro League ballplay-
ers were not honored when they 
played the game. This exhibition, cu-
rated by Bruce Jensen and supported 
by Dr. Barbara Simpson-Darden of 
Kutztown University's Rohrbach Li-
brary and Frank & Mildred Gilyard’s 
Central Pennsylvania African American 
Museum, seeks to celebrate some of 
the accomplishments of Negro League 
baseball. It is also a way for me to 
personally honor the League's players 
through the creation of paintings 
based on their likenesses. I am thank-
ful for that opportunity and glad that, 
by taking the time to view them and 
the rest of the exhibit, you too have 
chosen to recognize their accomplish-
ments.  

—Elise Dodeles 

http://www.geocities.com/edodeles/ 
http://elisedod.pbwiki.com/Art 

Events and Special Guests 
Dr. Lawrence Hogan and former Negro League star 
Robert Scott 
December 4, 2008, 7:00pm 
Kutztown University   McFarland Student Union 250  
Eminent black baseball author, filmmaker, and historian Hogan, 
who created the MLB Baseball Hall of Fame’s  Pride and Passion 
permanent exhibition, is joined  by pitcher Bob Scott who played 
all over the Negro Leagues circuit in his years with the New York 
Black Yankees and a barnstorming squad called Jackie Robinson’s 
Traveling All Stars.  After the talk, accompany the speakers to 
Rohrbach Lbrary next door  to enjoy and discuss the paintings. 

 
“The Souls of Black Baseball: Barnstorming the Key‐
stone State”          Dr. Bob Allen 
February 14, 2009, 2:00pm 
Central PA African American Museum 
See and hear the rich history of black baseball as played in Penn‐
sylvania, and get to know the stories and contributions of Octa‐
vius Catto, Oscar Charleston, Cum Posey, Gus Greenlee, and other 
black baseballers  who thrilled fans throughout the Keystone 
State.  (This presentation is a program of the Pennsylvania Humanities 
Council, supported in part by a grant from the Pennsylvania Historical and 
Museum Commission.  The Pennsylvania Humanities Council, a nonprofit 
organization, inspires individuals to enjoy and share a life of learning.)   


	at the Rohrbach Library 

	of Kutztown University

	through December 19, 2008

	at the CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA AFRICAN AMERICAN MUSEUM

	January 14 – February 28, 2009

	An Exhibition 
of

	Negro Leagues

	Art and Memorabilia

	About the Negro Leagues

	central Pennsylvania african american museum

	Cool Papa Bell, oil, 
16 x 20” 
by Elise Dodeles

	Willie Foster, oil, 20 x 22” by Elise Dodeles

	Rohrbach Library

	The Negro Leagues

	Artist’s statement

	Events and Special Guests



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [792.000 1224.000]

>> setpagedevice



