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Abstract
The abstract is a short (120 words) description of what you did, how you did it, what you found, and how you
interpreted what you found. It is one long paragraph (with no indentation) and it appears on a separate page. It
is best to write this section of your paper last. Numericd results should not appear in the abstract. Y ou should

be sure to mention your main research question. Also, be sure to briefly mention the theoretica significance of

your experiment.
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Writing an APA Style Report

The main purpose of your introduction isto convince the reader that your experiment is important
research. Y ou need to logicaly justify your predictions (i.e., hypotheses) by explaining the theoretica basis for
them. Remember that any ideathat is not your own should have areference citation following it. Evenif you
have paraphrased someone e se'sideas, you gill need to use acitation. Also, never cite a source that you have
not actualy read yoursdlf.

Y our predictions should be logically derived from past theories and research. Therefore, you should
summarize previous research and make your main research question clear. Although it isimportant that some
relevant experiments be reviewed in detail, make sure that your introduction does not smply read like a
sequence of short summaries. It isvita that the links between the past research you have reviewed and your
hypotheses are straightforward and logical. When describing past research, be sure to address any important
theoretical controversesin the literature. 'Y ou might also commert on the strengths and weaknesses of the past
research. At the end of the introduction, you should explicitly state your hypotheses.

Method
Participants

This subsection should describe relevant characterigtics about the participants used. Typicdly, these
characterigtics include how many participants were used, the participants gpproximate ages (you can give a
range), the gender of the participants, the race/ethnicity of the participants and the place from which the
participants were obtained. 'Y ou shoud aso mention how the participants were recruited and if they received
any compensation (e.g., money) for their participation. Depending on the nature of your study, it might be
appropriate to sate explicitly in this subsection that al participants provided their informed consent and were
treated in accordance with the “ Ethical Principles of Psychologists and Code of Conduct” of the American
Psychologica Association.

Materials

This subsection should briefly describe the materids (e.g., questionnaires, the videotapes, the
photographs, etc.) used in your sudy. Only describe the items that are necessary to replicate your study or
understand what hgppened in your study. |If you used complex visud stimuli in your study, provide afull

description of the simuli dong with an gppropriate figure to illustrate them. If you are writing a paper for a
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class, include copies of dl of your materialsin an appendix at the end of your paper. Note that procedura
details should not be discussed in this subsection.
Apparatus

If you used specia equipment (e.g., computers, television monitors, video cassette recorders), you
should use a separate apparatus subsection. Again, only describe the items that are necessary to replicate your
study or understand what happened in your study. Note that procedural details should not be discussed in this
subsection ether.
Design

This subsection should describe your experimental design. If your experimenta design is afactorid
design, be sure to state that. Y ou should note whether you used a betweensubjects (i.e., independent groups)
design or awithin-subjects (i.e., repeated measures design). Also, both the independent and dependent
variables should be identified by name, and if there are multiple levels of the independent variable, you should
describe them. When identifying your variables, do not amply refer to your theoretica condructs (e.g., “the
dependent variable was verbd intelligence’). Instead, specify how your variables were operationalized (e.g.,
“the dependent variable was verba intelligence, which was defined as the Verbd 1Q score on the Wechder
Adult Intdligence Scde-Revised (WAIS-R)”).
Procedure

This subsection should describe exactly how your experiment was conducted. A good genera guideline
isthat your description should alow another researcher to replicate your study in order to retest your
hypotheses. Avoid describing unnecessary and trivia details.

Results

The results section should describe what Satistical tests you performed (e.g., ANOVA, t-test) and
whether they were satisticdly sgnificant (eg., did you find any significant main effects? Significant
interactions?). Be sure to report means (and standard deviations) for the various conditions in your experiment
directly in thetext if you are not using atable or agraph to summarize them. 'Y ou should describe the trendsin
your datain this section, but refrain from mentioning what they imply. Also, be sure to explain your figures (eg.,
graphs) and tables to the reader. Assume the reader will not look at these itemsiif you do not explicitly point out
important aspects of them. It might help to think of this process as describing the figures and tablesto ablind
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person whom you would have to lead through step-by-step. Incidentaly, athough you should refer to your
figures and tables asif they were present, they should actudly be placed at the end of your paper. Also, you
should not have both a table and a figure for the same data (choose one).
Discusson

The discussion section should explain the implications of the results. 1t should begin with avery brief
summary of the results that does not include any actua numbers. If you have significant results that match your a
priori hypotheses, then it should be relatively sraightforward to explain what they mean. However, you dso
need to discuss any aspects of your results that do not coincide with your origina hypotheses. Why do you
think you did not find results that match your hypotheses? It could be that your origina hypotheses were
correct but there was something wrong with your methodology (i.e., perhaps there is a confounding variable).
Keep in mind that a confounding variable must provide afeasible dternative explanation for your results. A
confound is not smply any potentid methodologica problem. Another possibility isthat your origind
predictions were incorrect and the data from your experiment indicate what is actudly true. Y et another
possibility isthat a competing theory is supported by your data. Incidentaly, it is not appropriate to propose
that your data are Smply the result of not having enough subjects. Next, you should describe any practica
gpplications of your results (e.g., for education). At the very end of your discussion section, you should attempt
to make severa good suggestions regarding appropriate future research. 'Y our suggestions should logically
follow from the results obtained in your experiment, pertain to your origina research hypotheses, and fit with

past research on your topic.
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References
The lig of references should directly follow the discussion section but begin on anew page. Only
sources cited in your report should be listed here. All references should gppear in order of the first author’ s last
name. Thelist of references should be double-spaced. Generd forms of common references appear below:

Periodica:
Author, A. A, Author, B. B., & Author, C. C. (Year). Title of article. Title of Periodical, XX, XXX-XXX.

Nonperiodical:
Author, A. A. (Year). Title of work. Location: Publisher.

Part of nonperiodical (e.g., book chapter):
Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Year). Title of chapter. In A. Editor, B. Editor, & C. Editor (Eds.), Title of
book (pp. xxx-xxx). Location: Publisher.
Nonperiodicasinclude items published separately: books, reports, brochures, certain monographs,

manuds, and audiovisud media.

Online Periodicd:
Author, A. A., Author, B. B., & Author, C. C. (Year). Title of article. Title of Periodical, XX, XXX-XxX.

Retrieved month day, year, from source.

Computer Software:
Author, A. A., Author, B.B., & Author, C. C. (Year). Title of software (Version X.X) [Computer software].
Location: Software Producer.

Unpublished Paper (or poster) presented at a meeting:
Author, A. A., & Author, B. B. (Year, Month). Title of paper or poster. Paper (or poster) presented at the full

name of the meeting, L ocation.
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Tablel

Mean Score on the Dependent Variable as a Function of Independent Variable A and Independent

7

Variable B
Independent Variable A
| ndependent Levd 1 Levd 2
Vaiable B
Leve 1 100 30

Leve 2 30 100
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Figure Caption
Figure 1. Thisfigure shows mean score on the dependent variable as afunction of independent variable A and
independent varigble B.
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