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Global Literacies

In this class we will be considering how the era we are living in—what I’ll refer to as the era of “globalization”—demands new literacies for the extension and expansion of democracy.  From ancient Greece through the founding American democracy people have recognized the need for new forms of literacy to meet the challenge of new social formations.  In the era of globalization, we are experiencing rapid changes in patterns of work, language, travel, space, and time.  How can we begin to make sense of these changes?  What kind of demands does globalization place upon us as students, workers, family members, and citizens?  How can we develop critical literacies to examine, explain, accept, or resist such changes?  We will examine rhetorical strategies, languages, and contexts writers use as they participate in defining the shape of debates over globalization.  

This class will build upon the skills you practiced in ENG 001.  In particular, we will focus on the production of knowledge and independent research.  While the required texts will be the basis of our work for critical analysis, evaluation, and discussion, you will also be working individually and with other students developing your own independent research projects.  You will also gain experience writing in multiple and mixed genres, considering layout and form as component of argumentation, and writing for both academic and “public” contexts.  I am looking forward to a great semester! 

Structure of the Course

Next week you will receive a “call for papers” for a “book” on globalization.  This call for papers will be the framework for all the writing you will do in this class.  The purpose of structuring the class in this way is to deal with a very specific writing context that is quite common in academic environments.  The “book” is not posed here as an abstract context.  Over the course of this semester the class will also serve as an editorial collective for the “book.”  You will be considering issues of content, form, presentation, copyright, and a host of other issues that are part of the material process of publication.  Finally, we will be striving to complete the book by the end of the semester, have it bound, and have a copy deposited in the Kutztown University library.  This will give us a very concrete sense of audience.  

Required Textbooks and Supplies:
· Bennholdt-Thomsen, Veronika, et al., There is an Alternative

· Klein, Naomi. No Logo

· Lunsford, Andrea. Easy Writer

· Palast, Greg. The Best Democracy Money Can Buy (will provide update)
· Ross, Andrew, ed. No Sweat

Research/Terminology Notebook

An additional notebook for class notes

Folder to keep copies of all your papers, assignment sheets, and syllabus

Major Writing Assignments and Grading:
Your grade in this class will be based on the following projects.  I will give you more specific information on each of the assignments in the next couple of weeks.

Process Paper(s):






20%

Literature Review [due 4/16]:




20%

Paper Proposal [due 3/14]:





10%

Research Paper [due 5/12]:





30%

Oral Presentation based on original research


10%

Class participation and short writing assignments

10%









100%

Note on Grading:
You will be graded on a plus/minus system on each paper.  However, Kutztown University does not use a plus/minus grading system for calculating your GPA.  I use the plus/minus system throughout the semester to provide you with a better sense of your performance in the class. 

General Writing Guidelines:
· All papers must be word-processed or typed, double-spaced, stapled (not paper-clipped or folded), and follow MLA style guidelines. 

· For each paper you hand in you should include a title page with the following information: 

1. your name

2. the assignment name/paper number

3. the date you are handing in the paper

4. a title

5. course name and section number

6. my name

· Save all your work!  I can’t stress this point enough.

Late Papers and Email Copies:
· To receive full-credit you must hand in your papers in class on the due date.  If you hand in your paper late, you will be graded down for that paper.  For each day your paper is late, you will be graded down by a third of a letter grade.  In other words, an “A” becomes an “A-;” an “A-” becomes a “B+,” and so on.  If you do not hand in a paper, you will receive a zero (0) for that assignment.

· Emailing papers.  If you cannot make it to class on the date a paper is due, or if you need to hand in a paper on a non-class day, you may email me your paper.  To be accepted, you must send your paper as an attached Microsoft Word file.  DO NOT copy your paper in the body of an email message, and DO NOT send your paper as a Microsoft Works file.  Make sure your name is on your paper and you “sign” your email.  Never send an email copy of your paper without a short message telling me what you are sending.  Papers received by 5pm on the due date will not be marked late.  You must also provide me with a hard copy of your paper the next class period.  If you do not provide me with a hard copy the following class, your paper will be considered an additional day late.

Class Policies:
· It is crucial that you attend every class to do well.  Unlike a lecture class, this course depends on active discussion and in-class work.  If you need to be absent, it is up to you to find out what happened in class from another student.  

· You should be prepared for each class.  This includes doing all the reading and assignments due on that day.  Reading is not optional.  

· Turn off or set to silent all cell phones prior to class.  

· Respect your classmates.

· You must meet with me at least twice during the course of the semester.  I will cancel classes a couple of classes during the semester for conferences.  If you cannot make a conference during the times I have scheduled, it is up to you to arrange another time to meet.  Conferences are considered as part of your participation and paper grade.  

Special Note on Plagiarism:

Plagiarism will not be tolerated in this class.  Plagiarizing one of your papers or a significant portion of one of your papers will result in failure of the course.  In addition to failing the course, I will notify the Dean of the violation.    
Special needs:
If you have any special needs including physical or mental disabilities, please contact the Office of Services to Students with Disabilities (SAB 220) so that we can make all the necessary accommodations.  

Course Calendar*

Week 1

Wed 1/22 Course Introductions

Structure of the course, book project, academic discourse, sustained research project.  Why are we talking about globalization?  

Assignment: Write a short informal narrative about what you know about “globalization,” what associations the term brings up, the type of institutions you associate with it, and what you think is implied by the title of this class.  This will not be graded, although I will collect it and respond to you.

Fri 1/24

Discussion of Research/Terminology notebook.  Handout of “Call for Papers” and discussion of questions of audience, genre of proposals, collective editorial process, and more fun!

Read: Klein, Introduction & pp. 3-61

Week 2

Mon 1/27

Read: Klein, pp. 63-105

Wed 1/29

Read: Klein, pp. 107-124

Assignment: Process Paper #1

Fri 1/31

Read: Klein, pp. 195-275.

Week 3

Mon 2/3

Read: Klein, pp. 279-323.
Wed 2/5 

Process Paper Due 

Read: Klein, pp. 325-363.

Fri 2/7

Read: Klein, pp.365-437.

Week 4

Mon 2/10

Read: Finish Klein

Wed 2/12 

Discussion of Process Papers and looking ahead at the book proposal and proposal writing.  Organize research/project groups.

Use this space to write down your group members’ names and contact information:

GROUP NAME: 

Fri 2/14

Mapping networks of relations.  Discussion of how put Klein’s arguments in “play,” that is, to see what her argument suggests for how to “read” and “write” contemporary social relations.  Make sure to have your terminology notebooks with you.  

Week 5

Tue 2/18 GROUP #1 aka _____________________________________

Read: No Sweat: ________________________________________________

Wed 2/19 GROUP #2 aka _____________________________________

Read: No Sweat: ________________________________________________

Fri 2/21 GROUP #3 aka _____________________________________

Read: No Sweat: ________________________________________________

Week 6

Mon 2/24 GROUP #4 aka _____________________________________

Read: No Sweat: ________________________________________________

Wed 2/26 GROUP #5 aka _____________________________________

Read: No Sweat: ________________________________________________

Fri 2/28 GROUP #6 aka _____________________________________

Read: No Sweat: ________________________________________________

Week 7

Mon 3/3 Process Paper Due

Paper Proposal writing workshop.

Wed 3/5  Conferences

Read (for Friday): Palast, Chapter 1.

Fri 3/7  

Read: Palast, Chapters 5 and 6.

Week 8

Mon 3/10  Film: Trading Democracy—Part 1
Wed 3/12  Film: Trading Democracy—Part 2
Fri 3/14  Paper Proposal Due
SPRING BREAK

Week 9

Mon 3/24 Review of Paper Proposals and Research Plans

Read: Palast, Chapter 2
Wed 3/26 Investigative Research v. Filling Out the Form

Fri 3/28 Process Paper Due 

Read: Bennholdt-Thomsen, et al., pp. 3-40.

Week 10

Mon 3/31 Disciplinary discourse and responding to the thread

Read: Bennholdt-Thomsen, et al., pp.41-54.

Wed 4/2

Read: Bennholdt-Thomsen, et al., pp.57-66. 

Fri 4/4

Read: Bennholdt-Thomsen, et al., pp. 77-105

Week 11

Mon 4/7

Read: Bennholdt-Thomsen, et al., pp. 133-145

Wed 4/9

Read: Bennholdt-Thomsen, et al., pp. 146-152

Fri 4/11

Read: Bennholdt-Thomsen, et al., pp. 155-166

Week 12

Mon 4/14

Read: Bennholdt-Thomsen, et al., pp. 215-231

Wed 4/16 Literature Review Due

Fri 4/18 NO CLASS—SPRING RECESS

Week 13

Mon 4/21 NO CLASS—SPRING RECESS

Wed 4/23 Planning session for workshops, editing, and presentation timeline

Fri 4/25 To be decided during 4/23 planning session

Week 14

Mon 4/28 To be decided during 4/23 planning session

Wed 4/30 To be decided during 4/23 planning session

Fri 5/2 To be decided during 4/23 planning session

Week 15

Mon 5/5 Presentations 

Wed 5/7 Presentations

Fri 5/9 LAST DAY OF CLASSES

Presentations

Week 16

Final Exam Week: 5/12-5/16

Mon 5/12 Research Paper Due 
* Calendar subject to change if needed.  
