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Introduction:
The main goal of this course is to assist you in developing writing skills that will serve you well in college and the world beyond.  Over the next several years of your studies here at Kutztown, you will be asked to negotiate a range of audiences, engage in original and independent research, and express yourself both clearly and critically.  Academic writing, like all forms of writing, has its own conventions and values that are distinct from writing that you may already be familiar with.  One of the goals of this course is to ensure that you will be taken seriously as a student and intellectual in the university community.

We will be focusing on critical writing—writing that is consciously situated within distinct “modes of intelligibility” or “world views.”  That is, while every individual may have unique experiences, HOW we make sense of those experiences relies upon the historically available ways of understanding those experiences.  This class assumes that when we write we are taking part in a collective process of making knowledge.  Writing is both an individual act and a social act simultaneously.  For example, when we are writing about something we utilize the available cultural explanations, narratives, and knowledges to make our writing “cohere”—to explain cause and effect, to assign intention, and to draw lines of inclusion and exclusion.  In short, writing is a process of making sense that connects the individual to the social in a way that positions a writer politically, socially, and materially within an on-going historical struggle over the meaning and organization of society and culture.

Writing, then, is not merely a set of rules reducible to “grammar” and “usage.”  More to the point, “good writing” is not the same as “correct writing.”  In other words, it is possible to produce a piece of “bad writing” that is grammatically perfect.  One of the things we will focus on in this class is how to distinguish “good” writing from “bad” writing and the cultural assumptions implicit in such a distinction.  For now, think of “bad” writing as writing that simply restates someone else’s ideas.  For writing to be “good” it is not enough to “report” what you have read; it is necessary to become an active agent in the production of meaning.  This will require a dramatically different approach to writing than what you may have been exposed to in high school.  

Composition Conference for First-Year Student Writers:

This class will be participating in the First Annual Composition Conference for First-Year Student Writers on Friday, April 23rd.  The conference is being organized by the composition committee of the English Department in order to enable student writers to share their work with others, and to offer students the opportunity to present and discuss their ideas in a public setting.  Three papers will be selected from each class to be submitted to the Conference Paper Selection Committee.  While only three papers will be selected from this class, each of you will be writing a conference-length paper and will participate in the conference in one form or another.  More details on the conference and conference papers will be forthcoming. 
Specific Areas of Focus in ENG 001:
1. The composing process with attention to your individual relationship to writing and how your relationship to writing is bound up in social and political networks.

2. Revision strategies for both conceptual and formal issues.

3. Writing as a means of generating ideas, concepts, and arguments.

4. Writing for a range of contexts, purposes, and audiences with special emphasis on academic writing.

5. Questions of organization, style, and effectiveness.

6. Critical reading and analysis.

7. Summary and synthesis of a range of texts by other writers.

8. Research skills including the use of KU’s online catalogue and Internet resources.

9. Evaluation skills.

10. Grammar, punctuation, spelling as needed.

11. Modern Language Association (MLA) style conventions.

Required Textbooks and Supplies:

· George, Diana and John Trimbur, ed. Reading Culture: Contexts for Critical Reading and Writing, Fifth Edition. New York: Longman, 2004. 

· Faigley, Lester. The Brief Penguin Handbook
· A good college dictionary

· Email account

· Notebook for class notes

· Folder to keep assignment sheets, copies of your papers, and class syllabus

You will also be asked to make several copies of your papers for in-class writing workshops.

Major Writing Assignments and Grading:

You will receive detailed assignment sheets for each paper.  

Paper #1: News Analysis (2-3 pages)





10%

Paper #2: Rhetorical Analysis and Social Context (2-3 pages)

20%

Paper #3: American Culture, Youth, and Commodification (3-4 pages)
20%

Paper #4: Conference Paper (5-8 pages)




20%

Paper Proposal (500 words max)





P/F

Final Research Paper (5-7 pages) 





20%

Participation








10%












100%

Note on Grading:
You will be graded on a plus/minus system on each paper.  However, Kutztown University does not use a plus/minus grading system for calculating your QPA.  I use the plus/minus system throughout the semester to provide you with a better sense of your performance in the class. 

General Guidelines for Papers:
· All papers must be word-processed or typed, double-spaced, stapled (not paper-clipped or folded), and follow MLA style guidelines.  I will not accept papers that are not stapled.

· For each paper you hand in you should include a title page with the following information: 

· your name

· the assignment name/paper number

· the date you are handing in the paper

· a title

· course name and section number

· my name

· Save all your work!  I can’t stress this point enough.

Late Papers and Email Copies:
· To receive full-credit you must hand in your papers in class on the due date.  If you hand in your paper late, you will be graded down for that paper.  For each day your paper is late, you will be graded down by a third of a letter grade.  In other words, an “A” becomes an “A-;” an “A-” becomes a “B+,” and so on.  If you do not hand in a paper, you will receive a zero (0) for that assignment.

· Emailing papers.  If you cannot make it to class on the date a paper is due, or if you need to hand in a paper on a non-class day, you may email me your paper.  To be accepted, you must send your paper as an attached Microsoft Word file.  DO NOT copy your paper in the body of an email message, and DO NOT send your paper as a Microsoft Works file.  Make sure your name is on your paper and you “sign” your email.  Never send an email copy of your paper without a short message telling me what you are sending.  Papers received by 5pm on the due date will not be marked late (cont’d next page).

· YOU MUST provide me with a hard copy of your paper the next class period.  I will not consider your paper handed in until I receive a hard copy from you in the format outlined above.  

· The only purpose of emailing me the paper is to avoid any additional late penalties.  I will not read your paper until you give me a hard copy.

Class Policies:
· It is crucial that you attend every class to do well.  Unlike a lecture class, this course depends on active discussion and in-class work.  In addition, I will frequently give short assignments in class that are not listed on the syllabus.  If you need to be absent, it is your responsibility to find out what happened in class from another student.  

· You should be prepared for each class.  This includes completing all the reading and writing assignments due on that day.  Reading is not optional.  

· Turn off or set to silent all cell phones prior to class.  

· Respect your classmates.

Special Note on Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty:

Plagiarism will not be tolerated in this class.  Plagiarizing one of your papers or a significant portion of one of your papers will result in failure of the course.  In addition to failing the course, I will notify the University of the violation.  If you have not already, please review the University’s Academic Dishonesty policy at the following web address: <http://www.kutztown.edu/admin/conduct/>

Special needs:
If you have any special needs including physical or mental disabilities, please contact the Office of Services to Students with Disabilities (SAB 220) so that we can make all the necessary accommodations.  

Course Calendar

Week 1

Mon 1/12 Course Introductions

Wed 1/14

Reading Due: Introduction to Reading Culture (RC), pp. 1-4; AND Williams, “Culture is Ordinary,” pp. 4-6. 

Assignment Due: Consider the following questions for class discussion: When you hear the word “culture,” what comes to mind?  When do you use the term?  Raymond Williams repeatedly asserts, “culture is ordinary?”  What do you think he is responding to?  Look over the questions for discussion on p. 6. 

Fri 1/16

Reading Due: Brief Penguin Handbook (BPH): “Introduction: Writing for Different Purposes in Different Media,” pp. 1-5; and Chapter 1, “The Rhetorical Situation,” pp. 5-12. 

Assignment Due: Today you will work in groups analyzing an article from The Keystone, “Breaking the Sweat” using the strategies outlined in your reading in BPH. 

Week 2
Mon 1/19 NO CLASSES—MLK DAY

Tue 1/20 (follow Monday Schedule)

Reading Due: (RC): Chapter 1, “Reading the News” pp. 7-10.

Assignment Due: Interview 5-10 friends, family members, students not in this class, using the questions listed in Exercise 1.1 on pp. 9-10.  Make sure to use written questions so each person you interview can record their answers in writing.  You are welcome to use email.  Bring copies of all your responses to class.  You will be working in your groups to compile and report your findings to the rest of the class.  

Wed 1/21

Reading Due: (RC): Chapter 1, “Reading the News,” pp. 10-18.

Assignment Due: Analysis of TV News in class. 

Fri 1/23

Assignment Due: Each group should choose an evening news program on a major network to watch.  Each group member should construct an OUTLINE of the news show using the framework in Exercise 1.2 on p. 12 as a model.  Bring your outline to class and work with your group to compile a detailed outline.  In addition to your outline, write a SUMMARY of your findings.  You will hand in your summary (individually) and your group outline.  

Week 3

Mon 1/26

Reading Due: (RC): Chapter 1: “Reading the News,” pp. 20-32.
Wed 1/28 

Reading Due: (RC): Chapter 1: “Reading the News,” pp. 32-42.
Fri 1/30 PAPER #1 DUE
Reading Due: (Handout): Lakoff, “Metaphor and War, Again.”

Week 4

Mon 2/2  

Reading Due: (Handout): Bush, “Remarks at the United Nations General Assembly, Sept. 12, 2002,” and Annan, “Address to the General Assembly, Sept. 12, 2002.” 

Assignment Due: Review your notes on our discussion of the “rhetorical triangle,” social context, purpose, and persuasion.  Faigley presents us with three different versions of the rhetorical triangle each addressing certain aspects of a writing situation: a) rhetorical triangle, p. 7; b) persuasive appeals, p. 8; and c) social and historical contexts of the rhetorical situation, p.9.  Using each of the triangles, analyze both transcripts.  Pay close attention to the language used by each speaker and write down specific examples from each speech to support your arguments.  You will be presenting your findings in class. 

Wed 2/4  
Reading Due: (BPH): Chapter 6, “Critical Reading and Viewing,” pp. 65-75.

Assignment Due: Re-read the Bush and Annan speeches.  On this reading, make sure to mark up your copy of the text and annotate it (see model on p. 68 in (BPH) and p. 34 in (RC)).  Use the guiding questions on pp. 67-68 to write a summary, an analysis, and a response to both texts.  Pay particular attention to the questions on responding.  Also, review the section on “verbal fallacies” on pp. 69-70.  Do you notice any of these appeals being used in either speech?

Fri 2/6  

Assignment Due: Using the writing you did Wednesday on responding, do some background research on the Internet.  In particular, try to find answers to the following two prompts: 1) what terms, concepts, or references did you not understand?  Look them up; 2) what other information about the context of these speeches in important?  What else would be good to read to place both of these speeches in context?  Locate additional articles on-line that would be useful to situate the texts.  In particular, look for articles that address issues NOT raised in the speeches, but still relevant to the issue at hand.  Print them out and bring them to class.  

Week 5

Mon 2/9  WORKSHOP
Assignment Due: Full draft of paper due.  Bring enough copies for each member of your group.  

Wed 2/11  WORKSHOP
Assignment Due: Full draft of paper due.  Bring enough copies for each member of your group.  
Fri 2/13 Paper #2 Due
Assignment Due:  Each group will present the “best” paper from their group.  Come prepared to justify you choice of texts to present.  

Week 6 Workshops on analysis and argument all week

Week 7

Mon 2/23 PAPER #2 DUE

Wed 2/25

Reading Due: (RC): Grossberg, “Youth and American Identity,” pp. 61-63; and Gaines, “Teenage Wasteland,” pp. 64-67. 

Fri 2/27

Reading Due: Hine, “Goths in Tomorrowland,” pp. 68-72. 
Week 8
Mon 3/1 
Reading Due: (RC): Hebdige, “Style in Revolt: Revolting Style,” pp. 221-225; and Lasn, “Hype,” pp. 199-201.

Wed 3/3 

Reading Due: (RC): Klein, “No Logo,” pp. 240-249.

Fri 3/5
Reading Due: (RC): Sizer, “What High School Is,” pp. 106-113.

SPRING BREAK!!

Week 9

Mon 3/15  WORKSHOP

Assignment Due: Full Draft of Paper #3.  Bring enough copies for each member of your group.

Wed 3/17  WORKSHOP
Assignment Due: Full Draft of Paper #3.  Bring enough copies for each member of your group.

Fri 3/19 PAPER #3 DUE

Discussion of next unit and Composition Conference for First-Year Student Writers. 

Week 10

Mon 3/22

Reading Due: (RC): Fiske, “Shopping for Pleasure,” pp. 271-275.

Wed 3/24

Reading Due: (RC): Davis, “Fortress Los Angeles,” pp. 275-281.

Fri 3/26 GUIDED RESEARCH—CCCCs

Week 11

Mon 3/29

Reading Due: (Handout): Glassner, “Introduction,” from The Culture of Fear. 

Wed 3/31

Reading Due: (RC): Sperling Cockcroft and Barnet-Sánchez, “Signs from the Heart,” pp. 285-290.

Fri 4/2

Paper #3 Due

Week 12

Mon 4/5

Reading Due: (RC): Sturken, “Spectacle of Memory and Amnesia,” pp. 460-468.
Wed 4/7

Reading Due: (RC): Kumar, “Passport Photos,” pp. 493-503.

Fri 4/9 NO CLASSES—PACING BREAK

Week 13 

Mon 4/12  

Reading Due: (RC): Anzaldúa, “How to Tame a Wild Tongue,” 517-525.
Wed 4/14 

Workshop

Fri 4/16  
Workshop

Week 14

Mon 4/19
Presentation of Sources from Research

Wed 4/21

Research Presentation

Fri 4/23 

NO CLASS—COMPOSITION CONFERENCE FOR FIRST-YEAR STUDENT WRITERS (attendance mandatory)

Week 15

Mon 4/26

Workshop

Wed 4/28 

Workshop

Fri 4/30 FINAL PAPER DUE

Week 16

Final Exam Week: 5/3-5/7

Notes on Course:

