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Introduction

This course is designed to develop and intensify the student's aesthetic, intellectual, and emotional response to imaginative literature. It is designed as an introductory course in literature for students who are not majoring or minoring in literature, is intended to be used almost exclusively as a course in General Education, and is not applicable to the Major in the B.A. in English/General or Professional Writing, to the Specialization in the B.S. in Secondary Education/English, or to the Minor in Literature.  

In this section, we will be looking at the intersections between culture, class, and “literature.”  I put “literature” in quotation marks because the texts we will look at over the course of the semester include films, music, and essays.  Also, in addition writers that you may be familiar with as “Great Writers,” a significant number of the “writers” we will discuss are working class writers who are generally not included in the canon.  At the center of our discussions will be the issue of class.  Not a specific class of people, but class as a social, ideological, and material relationship that impacts the way we live, love, and labor.  

Required Texts and Supplies:

· Literature, Class, and Culture. Paul Lauter and Ann Fitzgerald, eds.

· Easy Writer. Andrea Lunsford. 

· Notebook for class notes

· Pocket Folder for keeping all your work

Assignments and Grading:

Paper #1: Bread, Land, and Station [due 2/21]

20%

Paper #2: Social Dimensions of Class [due 3/28]

20%

Paper #3: Class Conflict [due 4/28]



20%

Social Context Paper [due 5/9]



20%

Process Papers






10%

Participation






10%









100%

Note on Grading:
You will be graded on a plus/minus system on each paper.  However, Kutztown University does not use a plus/minus grading system for calculating your GPA.  I use the plus/minus system throughout the semester to provide you with a better sense of your performance in the class. 

General Writing Guidelines:
· All papers must be word-processed or typed, double-spaced, stapled (not paper-clipped or folded), and follow MLA style guidelines. 

· For each paper you hand in you should include a title page with the following information: 

1. Your name

2. The assignment name/paper number

3. The date you are handing in the paper

4. A title

5. Course name and section number

6. My name

· Save all your work!  I can’t stress this point enough.

Late Papers and Email Copies:
· To receive full-credit you must hand in your papers in class on the due date.  If you hand in your paper late, you will be graded down for that paper.  For each day your paper is late, you will be graded down by a third of a letter grade.  In other words, an “A” becomes an “A-;” an “A-” becomes a “B+,” and so on.  If you do not hand in a paper, you will receive a zero (0) for that assignment.

· Emailing papers.  If you cannot make it to class on the date a paper is due, or if you need to hand in a paper on a non-class day, you may email me your paper.  To be accepted, you must send your paper as an attached Microsoft Word file.  DO NOT copy your paper in the body of an email message, and DO NOT send your paper as a Microsoft Works file.  Make sure your name is on your paper and you “sign” your email.  Never send an email copy of your paper without a short message telling me what you are sending.  Papers received by 5pm on the due date will not be marked late.  You must also provide me with a hard copy of your paper the next class period.  If you do not provide me with a hard copy the following class, your paper will be considered an additional day late.

Class Policies:
· It is crucial that you attend every class to do well.  If you need to be absent, it is up to you to find out what happened in class from another student.  

· You should be prepared for each class.  This includes doing all the reading and assignments due on that day.  Reading is not optional.  

· Turn off or set to silent all cell phones prior to class.  

· Respect your classmates.

Special Note on Plagiarism:

Plagiarism will not be tolerated in this class.  Plagiarizing one of your papers or a significant portion of one of your papers will result in failure of the course.  In addition to failing the course, I will notify the Dean of the violation.    
Special needs:
If you have any special needs including physical or mental disabilities, please contact the Office of Services to Students with Disabilities (SAB 220) so that we can make all the necessary accommodations.  

Course Calendar 

Week 1

Wed 1/22 Introductions and overview

Assignment: Write 1-2 pages on your thoughts on class in America.  What do you mean by “class?”  Is there a connection between class and the kinds of books people read and write?  How would you define your own class position?  Who would you consider “working class?”  

Fri 1/24 Discussion of “class” and “working class” literature

Read: Introduction to Section 1: Bread, Land, and Station: Work and Class, pp. 17-18.  Cleghorn, “The Golf Links,” p. 19; Anonymous, “The Factory Girl,” pp. 19-21; and Anonymous, “The Farmer Is the Man,” pp. 21-22.

Week 2

Mon 1/27

Read: Narratives of James Curry and Israel Campbell, pp. 22-29; and Herman Melville, 29-38.

Wed 1/29

Read: Boxcar Bertha Thompson, 41-46; and Pietro Di Donato, 50-59.

Fri 1/31

Read: Lloyd Zimpel, pp. 62-69; Jack London, 69-82; Tillie Olson, pp. 91-95.

Week 3

Mon 2/3

Read: Harvey Swados, pp. 95-110; and Carl Sandburg, pp. 47-48.

Wed 2/5

Read: Elizabeth Bishop, pp. 48-50; Merle Travis, pp. 59-60; Deborah Boe, pp. 61-62; and Woody Guthrie, 82-84.

Fri 2/7

Read: Albert Maltz, pp. 84-91; Francisco Jiménez, pp. 133-137; and Gish Jen, pp. 141-147.

Week 4

Mon 2/10 
Read: Kristin Kovacic, pp. 164-169; and Junot Diaz, pp. 169-177.

Wed 2/12

Read: Patricia Dobler, pp. 110-111; Jeanne Bryner, p. 112; Gwendolyn Brooks, pp. 113-116.

Fri 2/14

Read: Dolly Parton, pp. 117-118; John Gilgun, pp. 119-120; Paula Gunn Allen, pp. 130-131; Jimmy Santiago Baca, 138-139; Tato Laviera, pp. 148-150.

Week 5

Tue 2/18  


Read: Barbara Garson, pp. 152-164.

Wed 2/19 Unit wrap-up and revisiting questions of class, work, and identity.

Fri 2/21 Bread, Land, and Station Papers Due

Read: Agnes Smedley, 192-199; Louisa May Alcott, pp. 207-217; and Anonymous, “The Housekeeper’s Lament,” pp. 244-245.

Week 6

Mon 2/24 

Read: Jack London, pp. 260-270; James Oppenheim, pp. 270-271.

Wed 2/26

Read: Anzia Yezierska, pp. 272-276, Tillie Olsen, pp. 307-312.

Fri 2/28

Read: William Carlos Williams, pp. 302-305; Ernesto Galarza, pp. 312-321; Jim Daniels, pp. 351-354.

Week 7

Mon 3/3

Read: Gloria Naylor, 370-378; Dorothy Allison, pp. 384-392.

Wed 3/5 Discussion of paper topics

Fri 3/7

Read: Gregory Mantsios, pp. 454-465; Elizabeth Faue, pp. 467-468.

Week 8

Mon 3/10 Film: Roger and Me
Wed 3/12 Film: Roger and Me

Fri 3/14 Continued discussion of film and paper topics

SPRING BREAK

Week 9

Mon 3/24

Read: Patricia Dobler, pp. 418-419; Lawrence Kearney, pp. 419-420; Bruce Springsteen, pp. 406-407 &417-418.

Wed 3/26 TBA

Fri 3/28 Social Dimensions of Class Paper due

Read: Rebecca Harding Davis, pp. 471-494.

Week 10

Mon 3/31 

Read: Andrew Carnegie, pp. 494-500; Jack London, 501.

Wed 4/2

Read: Joe Hill, p. 506; Ralph Chaplin, p. 507; William Richard Hereford, pp. 513-514.

Fri 4/4

Read: Mary Harris (“Mother”) Jones, pp. 508-513; Sholem Asch, pp. 514-523, John Reed, 523-529. 

Week 11

Mon 4/7

Read: Mike Gold, pp. 530-538

Wed 4/9 

Read: Carolina Pearl, pp. 553-557; Alice Childress, pp. 562-564.

Fri 4/11

Read: Tillie Olsen, pp. 538-541; Florence Reece, pp. 557-559.

Week 12

Mon 4/14 Film: Bread and Roses

Wed 4/16 Film: Bread and Roses
Fri 4/18 NO CLASS—SPRING RECESS

Week 13

Mon 4/21 NO CLASS—SPRING RECESS

Wed 4/23

Read: Alice Wirth Gray, pp. 574-575; Bob Dylan, 576-577; Billy Joel, pp. 584-585.

Fri 4/25  Discussion of final papers: Cultural Context

Week 14

Mon 4/28 Class Conflict Paper Due

Wed 4/30 Conferences/Library 

Fri 5/2 TBA (work on papers)

Week 15

Mon 5/5 TBA (work on papers)

Wed 5/7 TBA (work on papers)

Fri 5/9 LAST DAY OF CLASSES

Week 16

Final Exam Week: 5/12-5/16

