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Globalization and its Discontents: Writing for the Future


Globalization is arguably one of the most pervasive issues facing each of us at the onset of the 21st century.  This course will be a sustained inquiry into current ideologies and practices of globalization.  While few people would disagree that we now live in a highly integrated world, there are deep conflicts over how we shall live in such a world and how citizens will participate in determining the shape of the future.  What forms of participation are open to us as individuals, citizens, students, and community members?  What kinds of courses at GW could be offered to prepare us for critical participation in struggles over globalization?  Which ideologies of globalization are most pervasive? Whose version of the future is served by these different ideologies?


This class views writing as one site where issues of globalization are struggled over.  Rather than seeing writing as distinct from other forms of social action, this course argues that writing itself is a form of social action where we participate in preserving, reforming, or transforming the discursive boundaries within which debates about globalization take place.  This is not to suggest that writing is the same thing as organizing a demonstration or forming a political party.  Instead, writing is an intimate part in the production of knowledges and public discourses.  In addition, all forms of writing exist within circuits of production, distribution, and consumption that limit what forms of discourse are intelligible, “rational,” and effective.  In this class, you will be producing texts that seek to intervene in three different “genres” of discourse: 1) theoretical/academic discourse; 2) institutional discourse; and 3) “public” discourse.  Each of these “discursive formations” has their own “rules” that define the contours of acceptability and intelligibility.  We will seek to produce texts that can effectively intervene in each of these spaces by laying bare the gaps, contradictions, limits, and possibilities of each discursive formation. 


While we will be reading several texts that deal with questions of globalization, we will be doing so with a constant eye toward producing what I will call “really useful knowledge.”  That is, texts that will concretely and critically intervene in struggles over the theories and practices of globalization.  Writing projects will include four interrelated projects: 1) a semester long research project; 2) a multi-media public text; 3) a syllabus for a proposed class on globalization; and 4) a theorization of globalization.  

Notes on the organization of the class


The first part of the class will be fairly structured and will focus on the required texts.  As the semester proceeds the class will (hopefully) focus more on your individual and group projects.  At the beginning of the semester we will set up working groups that will be the center of the work you do in class and will take on more and more responsibility for determining the direction of the course.  While there are four distinct projects in this class, they will be considered as part of the body of work your group produces throughout the semester.  

Notes on Grading


You will not be graded on any individual project in this class.  You will be graded on a final portfolio consisting of all the work you did for this class.  Therefore, you need to save all the work you do in this class.  Make sure you have back-ups or copies of all the work you do.  I will critically respond to all of your work and I will set up conferences with each of you to discuss your work and let you know how you are doing in the class. 

Required Texts:

· Burawoy, Michael, et. al. Global Ethnography: Forces, Connections, and Imaginations in a Postmodern World. Berkeley: U of California P, 2000.

· Chomsky, Noam. Profit Over People: Neoliberalism and Global Order. New York: Seven Stories Press, 1999.

· Jameson, Frederic and Masao Miyoshi, eds. The Cultures of Globalization. Durham: Duke UP, 1998.

Texts are only available at Bridge Street Books, 2814 Pennsylvania Ave, NW (Georgetown, just past the Four Seasons Hotel where M Street and Pennsylvania Ave. converge).  These books have not been ordered through the GW Bookstore.  

Writing Projects and Due Dates: 

· Paper #1: Theorizing Globalization

Due Mon., March 5th
· Syllabus for Proposed Class


Due Wed., March 28th
· Public Text




Completed by Wed., April 25th
· Course Book on Globalization

Due Wed., May, 2nd
· PORTFOLIOS



DUE MON., MAY 7TH

EACH STUDENT WILL ALSO BE EXPECTED TO KEEP A WRITING/READING/RESEARCH JOURNAL THROUGHOUT THE SEMESTER.  YOU SHOULD BUY A SMALL NOTEBOOK FOR THIS PURPOSE.

Brief Descriptions of Writing Projects:

Paper #1: 

This paper should critically assess different theories of globalization as they are dealt with in the course readings, our class discussions, and in dominant discourse.  The paper should be 5-7 pages and take a position as to how globalization should be assessed.  For example, if you were to define globalization in strictly economic terms, how would you deal with questions of gender, language, and culture?  If you see globalization as the effect of information technologies that opens up the possibilities for transnational democracy, how do you deal with the centralization of capital across the world?  If globalization is merely the extension of white, western colonization, how do you account for the impoverishment of regions and locales within the North Atlantic nations? 

Syllabus for Proposed Class:

You will work with your group to develop a syllabus for a class on globalization at George Washington University.  You will need to consider disciplinary specific requirements of courses, specific “slants” of departments here at GW, what kinds of texts to read, and how the class should be organized.  

Public Text:

In this project you will work with your group on a “text” dealing with some aspect of globalization that will directly engage the GW community (however you define this).  I put “text” in quotations because I want you to interpret this in the broadest possible terms.  While most people think of texts as written documents, articles, and essays, I want to encourage you to consider other types of texts that utilize other forms of discourse.  For example, you might develop a web page, produce a video, perform guerrilla theater, hold a teach-in, organize a postering campaign, or present a poetry night.  

Course Book on Globalization:
This “book” will consist of the research projects of all the students in the class.  Each student will be responsible for a specific research project, but the class as a whole will work to design, produce, and distribute the collection of all the work.  You should begin thinking early on about the kind of project you would want to pursue.  You will be working closely with members of your group on your project and group members will be encouraged to work collaboratively on their projects.  Some of the questions we will have to deal with is how can this book be published?  In what way(s) should it be distributed?  How will the projects connect with one another?  Who will make editorial decisions?  Who is the book for?

Portfolio:

At the end of the semester you will turn in a copy of all the work you have done in this class with a short introductory essay critically reflecting on the work you did over the course of the semester.  This will be the only piece of writing graded throughout the semester.  It is crucial that you KEEP EVERYTHING YOU WRITE!  I will meet with you periodically throughout the semester to discuss your work and I will critically respond to each of your writing projects.  You may revise any of the work you do up until you hand in the portfolio.  

Listserv:


I have set up a listserv for this class that we can use to share information, make announcements, collaborate on research, consolidate reading lists, and continue our classroom discussion.  The listserv is open only to students in this class although I may grant access to other individuals depending on the circumstances.  In order to be signed up to the listserv you will need to provide me with your email address.  The website for the listserv is www.egroups.com/groups/ENG100GLOBAL.  The address to send email posts to is ENG100GLOBAL@egroups.com.  You should check out the web page, register as an egroups member, and create a member profile as soon as you can.  I will help you do this if you are unfamiliar with listservs.  

Attendance:


You should consider attendance in this class mandatory, as well as attendance in your group meetings.  This is particularly important in this kind of class in which a good deal of the course work takes place during class time.  I fully understand that there are certain unavoidable situations that will cause you to miss class, including family emergencies, sickness, or extra-curricular activities.  However, knowing that these things do come up, you should plan on using your absences in this class for such occasions.  If you have emergencies that will cause you to miss more classes than allowed, you will be expected to arrange a meeting with me—not just a phone call or email—where we can discuss the situation.


Since this class meets twice a week, you will be allowed to miss the equivalent of one week of class: two (2) days for the whole semester.  Any additional absences will result in the lowering of your final class grade by 1/3 letter grade.  In other words, an “A” will become an “A-,” and “A-” will become a “B+,” and so on.  I will take attendance everyday.  If you come to class unprepared or sleep during class, I reserve the right to mark you absent for the day.


In addition, please do not make a habit of coming late to this class.  Being late to class more than four (4) times will be equivalent to one absence.

Statement of Equal Access:


The University will accommodate any student who has a disability that may influence her or his academic performance.  The University provides many services that can help ensure that any such disability does not negatively impact your opportunity for an equally challenging and rewarding education.  If you have such a disability, please contact me during my office hours or meet with me outside of class so we can make appropriate arrangements.
CLASS CALENDAR 

Wed 1/17 Introduction to class and discussion of globalization
Today we will begin with general introductions and an overview of the course.  In addition we will begin to map different theorizations of globalizations among different discursive and political communities.  What do we mean by globalization?  How do dominant understandings of globalization influence how we can intervene in its construction as a concept and practice in late capitalist culture?  How do different academic disciplines approach questions of globalization?  Where is this class, this university, and this community located in discussions of globalization?  That is, how are we implicated in processes of globalization?

Assignment: 

· Buy books at Bridge Street Books.  

· Read the introductions to each book: Chomsky, pp. 7-16; Burawoy, et. al., 1-35; Jameson and Miyoshi, xi-xvi. 

· Bring all the books to class on Monday.

Unit 1: Mapping “Globalization”

Mon 1/22 Education for critical consciousness?  
Continue discussion of contesting understandings of globalization.  Further map the contours of globalization.  What are “appropriate” ways of talking about globalization?  How are dominant discourses of globalization produced and distributed?  What determines the boundaries of acceptable discourse?  Who gets to speak and on what terms?

In-class: set up working groups 

Assignment: Read Chomsky, pp. 19-62

Wed 1/24 Neoliberalism, Democracy, and Hegemony
What are the relationships between public discourse, politics, and the economy?  How is public “consent” achieved?  What is Chomsky’s strategy for intervening in commonsensical constructions of the new global order?  What assumptions is he making about globalization, power, and democracy?  How does he seek to legitimize his critiques?  How does he utilize source material?  Where does his language break from dominant discourse around globalization?

Assignment: Chomsky pp. 65-118.

Mon 1/29 Making of Hegemony
How does Chomsky account for our present situation as a historically specific form of social, economic, and political organization?  Who are the historical agents?  What had to happen for this new form of social organization to achieve dominance?  If we were to follow Chomsky’s analysis, how does one begin to intervene in such a system?  Where are the fault lines and contradictions?  What specific concepts and practices are sites of social struggle?  How would Chomsky’s text be received within different academic disciplines?  

Assignment:

Jameson & Miyoshi, Section 1, “Globalization and Philosophy.” 

Chapters (Determined by Group 1): ____________________________________________

Wed 1/31 Globalization and Philosophy
Assignment:

Jameson & Miyoshi, Section 2, “Alternative Localities.”

Chapters (Determined by Group 2): _____________________________________________

Mon 2/5 Alternative Localities

Assignment:

Jameson & Miyoshi, Section 3, “Culture and Nation.”

Chapters (Determined by Group 3): ______________________________________________

Wed 2/7 Culture and Nation

Assignment:

Jameson & Miyoshi, Section 4, “Consumerism and Ideology.”

Chapters (Determined by Group 4): ______________________________________________

Mon 2/12 Consumerism and Ideology

Assignment:

Burawoy, et. al, Section 1, “Global Forces.”

Chapters (Determined by Group 1): ______________________________________________

Wed 2/14 Global Forces

Assignment: 

Burawoy, et. al., Section 2, “Global Connections.”

Chapters (Determined by Group 2): ______________________________________________

Mon 2/19 
PRESIDENT’S DAY—NO CLASSES

Wed 2/21 Global Connections

Assignment: 

Burawoy, et. al., Section 3, “Global Imaginations.”

Chapters (Determined by Group 3): _______________________________________________

Mon 2/26 Global Imaginations

Assignment: 

Burawoy, et. al, Selected Chapters.

Chapters, (Determined by Group 4): ______________________________________________

Wed 2/28 Globalism and the Local

Assignment: Paper #1

This paper should argue critically for a concept of globalization that takes account of the divergent ways in which it has been considered in the course readings.  You will be asked to think about how you articulate globalization and how one can intervene in the production of discourses of globalization.  

UNIT 2: CURRICULAR INTERVENTIONS:

SYLLABI, ACADEMIC CONVENTIONS, AND REALLY USEFUL KNOWLEDGE

Mon 3/5  Disciplines, Curriculum, and Syllabi

In this section of the course we will develop both a curriculum and syllabi that could be used to engage questions of globalization in a variety of disciplines.  We will consider questions such as: what are conventions of particular disciplines at GWU?  How do different disciplines define their relationship to the university, the market, democracy, and questions of globalization?  Where are the openings, contradictions, and gaps within these disciplines that might provide sites for intervention?  
How do departments determine their course offerings?  How can we link syllabi from different disciplines together to create a curriculum that addresses globalization?  Who are syllabi produced for?  What are their institutional roles?  What makes a course multi- or trans-disciplinary?

We will also talk briefly about the Public Text Project for Unit 3.

Assignment:

Research and bring to class copies of syllabi, departmental program descriptions, university mission statements, and descriptions of the university’s overall curricular goals.

PAPER #1 DUE TODAY

Wed 3/7  Analyzing Academic Discourse in Curricula and Syllabi
Today we will look closely at the materials you brought to class and map their discursive conventions.  Also, we will set up working groups and begin drafting syllabi for different disciplines.  

Assignment:

Talk to faculty members in the disciplines for which you are developing a syllabus.  Questions can be geared toward how they understand their discipline and their department; what kinds of considerations they take into account when developing their syllabi; how (if at all) their department or discipline deals with questions of globalization; are there texts in their field that deal with globalization; or how they see their classes contributing toward the training of students.  Take notes on your meetings and bring notes to class.  You might want to meet with your group and begin drafting a syllabus after your meetings.

Mon 3/12  Drafting a Syllabus

Reporting back after your discussions with faculty members.  Group work drafting a syllabus.  

Assignment:

Each group should come to class with a draft of their syllabus.  Draft Due on Wed.

Wed 3/14  Group Work on Syllabus

Spend class time further refining your syllabus.  Consider questions of course organization, choice of texts, justification for your class, course projects, goals of the course, and a statement of the relationship between your class and the department and discipline.  You may also want to take into account resistance you may encounter and how you would present this class as “useful” to students.

Mon 3/19 & Wed 3/21  
SPRING BREAK—NO CLASSES

Mon 3/26 Group Work on Syllabus

Work on final draft of your syllabus.

Assignment:

Final Draft of Syllabus Due Wed.  Bring enough copies for everyone in the class.

Wed 3/28  Presentation and Workshopping of Syllabi

Each group will present their syllabus to the rest of the class.  Discussion time will be devoted to enhancement and critique.  

Assignment:

Come to class prepared to talk about your ideas and plans for public texts.

Syllabi Due Today

UNIT 3: PUBLIC TEXTS

Mon 4/2  Educating in Public

In this unit we will be working on producing public “texts” that will bring questions of globalization to bear upon the community we live in.  Here “text” is understood broadly to include performance, film, websites, demonstration, postering, as well as more traditional written articles.  The key issue here is to produce a “text” that intervenes in public discourse about globalization.  How do you assess whom you are targeting as consumers of your text?  What kinds of strategies and tactics are necessary to make your text intelligible to a community?  How does your text contribute to discussions, debates, and struggles around issues of globalization?  Which media are most effective in distributing your text?  Are considerations of place, time, form, and delivery important?  How can you determine if your text is “effective”?  

Assignment:

Each group should come to class with a description of their public text project.  How, where, and when will you present your project?  How will you document it?  What preparations are necessary?  

Wed 4/4  In-Class Work on Public Text Planning

Assignment:

Bring research/reading journals, sketch of bibliography, and outside research you will be using in your final project.  

UNIT 4: REALLY USEFUL KNOWLEDGE:

WORKSHOPPING FINAL PROJECTS ON GLOBALIZATION

Mon 4/9  Organization of Course “Book” on Globalization

We will begin this unit by discussing in detail the format and organization of the final course book, especially issues of production, distribution, and consumption.  Who is this book for?  What are its organizing principles?  What are the roles of each group in the production process?  How will each group coordinate with other groups?  Who “owns” this book?  How do we set deadlines for materials, editorial work, layout, and final copy?

The rest of the class will be spent working on the final project.  

Wed 4/11  In-Class Work on Final Project

I will make brief comments on source material, citation, and ask for updates on organizational processes.

Mon 4/16  In-Class Work on Final Project

Wed 4/18  In-Class Work on Final Project

Mon 4/23  In-Class Work on Final Project

Wed 4/25  In-Class Work on Final Project

I will also ask you to fill out evaluations today.

PUBLIC TEXTS MUST BE COMPLETED BY TODAY

Your group should also hand in its critical reflection today

Mon 4/30  In-Class Work on Final Project  (OFFICIAL LAST DAY OF CLASSES)

Wed 5/2  Collective Assessment of Course Book on Globalization  (DESIGNATED MONDAY)

FINAL PROJECTS DUE TODAY IN CLASS—Portfolios Due M 5/7

