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George Mason University

English 101, Spring 2002
Section 015: TTh 7:30-8:45 (Rob A123)

Section 021: TTh 9:00-10:15 (Rob A123)

Section 022: TTh 12:00-1:15 (Rob A123)

Section 024: TTh 1:30-2:45 (Rob B204)
Kevin Mahoney

Office: Rob A405C

Hours: Tue & Thurs 10:30-11:45 am


Wed 2:00-3:00 pm

Phone: (o) 993-4418 

Email: kmahone2@gmu.edu
Web: mason.gmu.edu/~kmahone2/eng101
Course Goals:

The general goals for this course are to develop critical writing skills and to familiarize students with practices of critical reading and research strategies.  This course emphasizes a process approach to writing.  Many traditional approaches to teaching writing focus on grammar, syntax, sentence construction, and punctuation as separate from the content and what a writer is trying to accomplish.  In short, traditional approaches focus more on the formal aspects of writing.  By contrast, a process approach emphasizes writing to increase general fluency and writing to develop critical thinking and learning.  Formal aspects of writing are seen as an integral part of the writing process.  Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to:

· Use strategies that focus on writing as a communicative process, to include invention, drafting, revision, and editing

· Recognize and write within different rhetorical situations, to include purpose and audience

· Use writing as a means of self discovery

· Write essays that employ various organizational techniques, to include thesis, supporting evidence, logic, and documentation

· Give and receive useful criticism of their writing from their teacher and their peers in order to promote effective revision

· Identify and appreciate different varieties of English within our multicultural society

· Produce writing that demonstrates basic proficiency in Standard Edited American English

· Use newly emerging technologies for communication, to include email and word processing, and research, to include online library searching

· Use campus support resources (the University Writing Center, the Disability Resource Center, and the Counseling Center) as needed to enhance their success in English 101 and to connect them with the university at large

Required Texts (Available in the Campus Bookstore)

Everything’s an Argument, 2nd edition, by Andrea Lunsford, John Ruszkiewicz, and

Keith Walters.

Globalization and the Challenges of a New Century: A Reader, ed. Patrick O’Meara, 
Howard Mehlinger, and Matthew Krain. 

A Writer’s Reference, Diana Hacker.

RECOMMENDED: a good college-level dictionary

You will also be responsible for making multiple copies of your papers and may be required to purchase photocopied materials if the need arises.

Required Supplies

· A standard composition notebook for journal (the black and white, speckled kind)

· A notebook for taking class notes (do not use journal for class notes)

· A folder to hold all of your drafts, informal writing, and in-class work

Course Policies

Papers and Graded Work: Students receive the following grades in English 101: A, A-, B+, B, B-, C+, C, and NC.  Note that there is no grade below C.  If a student’s work is considered below a C, s/he will receive the grade of NC (No Credit).  A grade of NC does not appear on a student’s transcript, however the student must retake English 101 in order to fulfill her or his General Education requirements.  Grades of Incomplete (I) will not be given in this class.  

Mid-term Grades: In ENGL 100, ENGL 101 and ENGL 200s, students receive a midterm letter grade based on the work of the first seven weeks of the course. The purpose of this grade is to help students find out how well they are doing in the first half of the course in order to make any adjustments necessary for success in the course as a whole. Instructors calculate letter grades based on the completed course assignments as weighted on the syllabus through the seventh week. The work in the second half of the semester may be weighted more heavily, and so the midterm grade is not meant to predict the final course grade. Students may view their grade online at WebGMU.
Course grades will be based on the following writing projects:

Paper #1: American Ideology in Popular Culture [due 2/26]

20%

Paper #2: Short Essay: Defining Globalization [due 3/7]

10%

Paper #3: Evaluation and Critical Analysis: 

The Globalization Debate [due 4/2]


20%

Paper #4: Final Research Paper [due 5/2]



30%

Journal (collected periodically) 




10%

Participation (including listserv)




10%











100%

Guidelines for written work:  With exception of journal entries and in-class writing, all work must be typed/word processed, double-spaced, with one-inch margins and 12 point font.  Note that one page of double-spaced writing should generally contain at least 250 words.  All papers MUST BE STAPLED to be accepted.  Please to not change the font of your paper to increase its length.  All papers should follow MLA conventions for documentation.  We will discuss MLA documentation in class and both Everything’s an Argument and A Writer’s Reference have sections devoted to MLA documentation.  Each paper should also be accompanied by a short (one or two paragraphs) writer’s note.  I will discuss writer’s notes before the first paper.  

Late Papers: Papers should be handed in at the end of class on the due date.  Each calendar day your paper is late, your grade for that paper will be reduced by one letter grade.  See me in advance if you anticipate any problems meeting a due date.

Journals: Over the course of the semester I will assign you several journal entries.  Journal entries are informal and are not meant to meet the standards of a formal academic essay.  While many of the journal entries are listed on the course calendar, I will occasionally assign journal entries at the end of class.  Therefore, it is crucial that you attend class to get all the journal assignments.  Typically these entries will be short responses to class discussion, reading responses, exploratory writing in preparation for a paper, short assignments from the textbook, Everything’s an Argument, and research notes.  However, I encourage you to use your journals to take reading notes, reflect on your writing process, and to pose questions for your research.  You should write them in your standard composition notebook (see above under required materials).  I will collect your journals periodically over the course of the semester.  In most cases, I will assign journal entries at the beginning or end of class.  

Reading: READING IS NOT OPTIONAL.  As part of your participation in this course, students are expected to complete and take notes on all assigned reading.  The reading that is assigned will be used as part of class discussion, group work, and the required papers.  I reserve the right to lower your participation grade if you consistently fail to complete assigned readings.  I may give pop quizzes on the day’s reading.

Email: All students in this class need to have an email address.  I highly recommend that you activate your GMU email account for use in this class even if you have an account through another service provider.  

Listserv: Students are required to sign on to the class “listserv.”  A listserv is a way for all students in the class to communicate with each other electronically.  Unlike email, which requires you to type in the address of each person you want to send a message to, a listserv allows you to send an email to the entire class through one address.  We will talk more about listservs and how to sign on during the second week of class.

Attendance: A significant part of your grade will depend upon your participation in class discussions, group work, and in-class writing assignments.  Therefore, you should consider attendance mandatory.  Since much of the in-class work will involve collaboration with other students, it is not possible to make it up.  If you do not attend class, you will not be able to participate and your grade will suffer as a result.

University and Department Policies

Plagiarism: 

From the GMU Department of English Guidebook:

“Plagiarism means using the exact words, opinion, or factual information from another person without giving that person credit.  Writers give credit through the use of accepted documentation styles, such as parenthetical citation, footnotes, or endnotes; a simple list of books and articles is not sufficient.  Plagiarism is the equivalent of intellectual robbery and cannot be tolerated in an academic setting…Some think that only direct quotations need to be credited.  While direct quotations do need citations, so do paraphrases and summaries of opinion or factual information formally unknown to the writers or which the writers did not discover themselves…It is helpful to keep the reader in mind and to think of citations as being ‘reader friendly.’  In other words, writers provide citation for any piece of information that they think their readers might want to investigate.” 

We will discuss plagiarism more in class.  Please note that plagiarism is considered a serious offense in academic communities and is generally treated as such.  

Accommodation for Students with Disabilities:

All students with disabilities are entitled by law to certain accommodations in the classroom.  Please understand that such accommodations are essential for providing an equal opportunity for everyone in the university environment.  Students with disabilities should contact me in person as close to the beginning of the semester as possible so that we can request the appropriate accommodations.

University Writing Center:
“The University Writing Center (UWC) is a writing resource open to the entire university community, offering free tutoring in a comfortable, supportive atmosphere.  During face-to-face and online sessions, trained graduate and undergraduate tutors from a variety of disciplines assist writers at all stages of the writing process.  Tutors emphasize positive attitudes and strategies that help writers at any level learn to evaluate and revise in order to do more confident and effective work.” –UWC

· The UWC is located in Robinson A114.  Call 993-1200 or stop by the center for an appointment.  The hours for the UWC are M-TH 9:30 am – 7:30 pm; F 9:30 am – 2:30 pm.  Call for Saturday hours.

· Stop by for “drop in” tutoring at the UWC’s Johnson Center Library Location.  Call for hours.

· Send your paper to the Online Writing Lab (OWL).  Visit the OWL website for more information and to sign up at <writingcenter.gmu.edu>. 

COURSE CALENDAR

	WEEK
	TUE
	THUR

	WEEK 1

1/22 & 1/24
	Introductions & in-class writing.

Assignment: Buy texts and materials for class.

Read: Everything’s an Argument (EA), Chapter 1, “Everything’s an Argument,” pp. 3-19.  In your journal, respond to question #2 in EA, p. 20.
	Overview of argument: setting the stage

Read: (EA) Ch. 2, “Reading and Writing Arguments,” pp. 22-36. 

Journal: Respond to question #2 on page 35.  Come prepared to work with other students.  Make sure to bring a copy of the editorial you chose.



	WEEK 2

1/29 &1/31
	Working with Arguments
Read: (EA) Ch. 3, “Readers and Contexts Count,” pp. 37-45.

Journal: Respond to question #2 on page 45.  


	Contexts of Arguments

Read: (EA) Ch. 4, “Arguments from the Heart,” and Ch. 5, “Arguments based on Values,” pp. 49-63. 

Journal: Respond to question #1 on p. 55 and question #2 on pp. 62-3.



	WEEK 3

2/5 & 2/7
	Emotions and Values in Argument

Read: (EA) Ch. 6, “Arguments Based on Character,” and Ch. 7. Arguments Based on Facts and Reason,” pp. 64-87

Journal: Respond to question #2 on p. 72 and question #1 on p. 86.


	Democratic Deliberation: The Ends of Argument

Read: (EA) Ch. 8, “Structuring Arguments,” pp. 91-108 and “Lambs to the Gene Market,” pp. 539-545. 

Handout: PAPER 1 ASSIGNMENT

Journal: After reading “Lambs to the Gene Market,” identify the claims made by the authors and the warrants behind each claim.  Base your writing on the discussion on Toulmin argument discussed in Ch. 8.  




	WEEK 4

2/12 & 2/14
	COMPUTER LAB

In-Class: Using the article “Lambs to the Gene Market,” identify the individuals, institutions, policies, organizations, publications, and laws that are cited.  After an introduction to using the library database, find as many newspaper articles, books, and journal articles about these sources as you can.  

Assignment: Using MLA documentation (EA pp. 342-356), fully cite at least 5 of the sources you found.  Put together a List of Works Cited.  Bring an electronic copy of your Works Cited (disk or electronic file on email) to class on Thurs. 


	COMPUTER LAB: Listserv and Research

In-Class: Introduction to course listserv.  Posting messages, uploading files, accessing course syllabi, calendar, and assignments.  You will upload a copy of your Works Cited to the listserv.  

Assignment: Bring a draft plus two (2) copies of your paper to class on Tuesday.  Review the paper assignment and come prepared to discuss your paper in detail with other students.  

	WEEK 5

2/19 & 2/21
	PAPER WORKSHOP

In-Class: Group work on papers.

Assignment: Bring revised, final draft to class on Thurs.  This should be a complete draft.


	PAPER WORKSHOP

In-Class: Group work on papers.

Assignment: PAPER #1 DUE TUE

Paper should be handed in by the end of class and be stapled. 

	WEEK 6

2/26 & 2/28
	Globalization: Arguing the World Order

PAPER #1 DUE IN-CLASS

Read: (EA) Ch. 9, “Arguments of Definition,” pp. 109-128.

Journal: Respond to question#1 on page 127.

 
	Definition, Common Sense, and Contestation

Read: (EA) Ch. 10, “Evaluations,” pp. 135-153.

Journal: Respond to question #1 on page 152.


	WEEK 7

3/5 & 3/7
	Evaluation, Ideology, and Critique

Assignment: In a short essay (2-3 pages), define globalization in your own words.  What are some key concepts you association with globalization?  What kinds of criteria would you use to evaluate the effects of globalization?  (See handout for more detail). 


	Establishing a Mode of Inquiry

SHORT ESSAY DUE IN CLASS

Handout: Paper Assignment

Read: Globalization and the Challenges of a New Century: A Reader (GCNC)
· Huntington, “The Class of Civilizations?” pp. 3-22 

· Barber, “Jihad vs. McWorld,” pp. 23-33

· Kaplan, “The Coming Anarchy,” pp. 34-60.

	WEEK 8
	SPRING
	BREAK

	WEEK 9

3/19 & 3/21
	Globalization Debate 1

Read: (GCNC):

· Ajami, “The Summoning,” pp. 63-70

· Sakakibara, “The End of Progressivism,” pp. 71-78

· Bowen, “The Myth of Global Ethnic Conflict,” 79-89


	Globalization Debate 2

Assignment: Come to class on Tue with at least two (2) copies of your paper.



	WEEK 10

3/26 & 3/28
	PAPER WORKSHOP

Assignment: Bring a copy of your paper on a computer disk AND a hard copy to class.  


	COMPUTER LAB

In-Class: Paper revisions.

Assignment: Evaluation Paper Due Tuesday




	WEEK 11

4/2 & 4/4
	Defining a Research Project

Evaluation Paper Due In Class

Read: (GCNC):

· Ohmae, “The Rise of the Region State," pp. 93-100

· Ceglowski, “Has Globalization Created a Borderless World?” pp. 101-111

· Slaughter, “The Real New World Order,” pp. 112-122


	Borders, Nations, and Locales

Read: (GCNC): 

· Fukuyama, “The End of History?” pp. 161-180

· Zakaria, “The Rise of Illiberal Democracy,” 181-195

· Kaplan, “Was Democracy Just a Moment?” pp. 1976-214

	WEEK 12

4/9 & 4/11
	Globalization and Democracy?

Assignment: Prepare a one-page research proposal for your final paper.  Come to class with a disk and an outline for your paper.


	COMPUTER LAB

Paper Proposal Due

Read: (GCNC):

· Annan, “The Politics of Globalization,” 125-139

· Ong, “The Gender and Labor Politics of Postmodernity,” pp. 253-281

· Tupac Amaru, “Neo-Liberalism and Globalization,” pp. 282-286

· Berger, “Four Faces of Global Culture, “ pp. 419-427



	WEEK 13

4/16 & 418
	Challenging the Terms of the Debate: Who’s Silenced? 

Assignment: Come prepared to present an outline of your research project.


	Presentation of Projects and Preparation for Paper Workshops

Assignment: Bring a draft of your paper plus enough copies for members of your group.

	WEEK 14

4/23 & 4/25
	PAPER WORKSHOP
	PAPER WORKSHOP

	WEEK 15

4/30 & 5/2
	PAPER WORKSHOP
	LAST CLASS: Course Evaluations

FINAL PAPER DUE IN CLASS

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER!!!
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